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When she saw she was determined to go with her, she
stopped arguing with her.

Many of the guidelines of accepting ©»), converts to
Judaism, are based on 71 N2’ and the manner whereby mn became
a N7 through »y). Many commentators discuss the question of m7’s
status at the time of her “return” from the fields of anin. If she had
already become a n7¥») before her marriage to Yionn, why was it
necessary to undergo the conversion process again, and what was >ny)
accomplishing by discouraging her from returning to ony na? If she
was not a N1, she had the status of a non-Jew. If so, why was there a
requirement of 0ya’?

The n»a, in his commentary on Ny, answers that in the days
of M7 and N5y, the main Y7 >»a did not accept ©™). In M7T's days,
there was a serious concern that ©™) would join out of fear of T17’s
great military power. Similarly, in the days of nb¥ there was concern
that non-Jews would be attracted by the Jews’ powerful king and their
prosperity and tranquility. However, in certain cases, some lower
courts did accept converts, but only on a trial basis. If the ©») would
prove their loyalty and sincerity to Judaism, their m1) would be
accepted retroactively. If they were not sincere, then their m9) would
be invalidated.

The nra explains that the mn) of mn and N9y was
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PO N7 Hust oen APy PRy 11 was born to NN 9O 1 and
5662 — 5749 his wife 7209 in Dolyna, Galicia. During WWI, his
1901 = 1989 family sought refuge in Munkacs, Hungary. He
received NN from Y781 XY NYIN 0PN ) (Yo NNn) at the
age of 16. He also received n2no from 5781 PN PN 1 of Tarna.
At the age of 20 R' Weiss became a n2>¥» WN1 in the town. He then
served as PT m3a ax in Grosswardein, Romania, prior to WWII. In
1949, he was appointed as the y7 na ax in Manchester, UK, where
he served until 1970. He then immigrated to YN X\ where he
served as Y7 72 ax of the 70D N1y in ©2¥ from 1979 until
his nPwva. His MY, MM and NNINY were his hallmark traits and
made him respected by all as a leading 7170 pois.
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questionable. It could easily have been motivated by their desire to
marry the sons of the rich and distinguished 72°9N. When 721°9x and
then yi5nn and Y195 died, the 173 of m" and N9y was put to the real
test. Would they abandon their new religion now that they lost their
husbands and wealth, or would they show their loyalty to Judaism by
returning with >ny)? When »ny) discouraged them, n97y departed
while 7 clung to her. In this way, mn displayed the sincerity of her
).

The original m1) of M1 was validated at this time. A similar
situation will happen at the time of n>¥n. The N (: 75 NND?) says
that in the time of n¥n, ©) will not be accepted because it is feared
that non-Jews will desire to join Y87 595 in order to benefit from the
honor that Jews will achieve then.

Many old Williamsburgers will remember the well known 9)
?1Y, R' Avrohom, a former priest. He raised a family of fine n7im »a.
He was a 0on TnYn and often attended the 7wy of R* Shlomo
Heiman. When R' Shlomo taught the X0 in min2> about accepting
0> in the time of NWn, he turned to Reb Avrohom and, with a sweet,
warm smile, he chuckled and said with a heart full of love, “Reb
Avrohom! LarIYI»IN LONN 3T!— You converted just in time, before it
was too late.”

Adapted from: Rav Pam on the Festivals (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Gedolim Glimpses S\

One Friday night a father and his young son
knocked on the door of apy> pHY> 1 Weiss
o791, They had a noxy about a chicken
bone. The 29 smiled as he watched the
nervous boy take the bone out of a bag
from under his yarmulka. He gave the
boy a loving pinch on his cheek and
said, “My son, you are truly a good boy!
You did the right thing and listened to
your father!” He had read the boy’s
thoughts about carrying on nay. The man

still recalls the relief he felt from the 29’s comforting
words over 45 years ago.
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My son, if you are a guarantor to your friend ...

The »ovn v 719 (2 190 ) P19) explains that this refers to 593
YN at the time when they stood at »»© 90. When 77 gave the n7im,
He asked Sx7¥> %32, “If | give you the n7in will you fulfill everything
that is written in it?”

They all answered, “Yes!”

1 then asked, “Who will be your guarantor?”

NI 02 offered the oMY and X, but 7 did not find that
satisfactory.

They then offered the max to be their guarantors.

1 replied: “Your forefathers themselves need guarantors.” (
1MaN ONNAN had questioned 7, MYPN D YIN M2 — How shall |
know that | will inherit the land? pn¥>’s love for ywy, whom 7 reviled,
precluded him from serving as guarantor. apy’, too, had complaints
about his life’s travail, so that "7 removed His Divine Providence from
him. While all of this on the surface seems petty, we must remember
that 7 demands complete perfection.)

Finally, 587> »a brought forth their future, their children:
“Let them be our good guarantors.” »1 agreed and, by their virtue, we
were able to receive the n7im ... forever!

oo oo oo oo oo

As the elderly Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer 5781 danced in the
Etz Chaim Yeshivah, his many o>pnym clapped and sang as they
watched him. They knew that their revered a7 did not have much
strength to celebrate that n7im nonY, and were awed at his
enthusiastic participation.

Rav Isser Zalman had been frail since he was a young man,
and continued to be frail and sickly his entire life. But every nnny
7n he found an incredible reservoir of strength. Rav Isser Zalman
would dance and sing with unusual energy and passion, propelling his
©>PRY7 to do the same.

As each n9pn began to wind down, a 7171 would bring a
chair so that Rav Isser Zalman could rest. As the additional D>v»9
were recited, he saved his strength for the next napn. Although some
suggested that he sit out one or two mniopn, Rav Isser Zalman
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wouldn’t hear of it.

As the next nopn began, the crowd watched to see what
had inspired their 27 to regain his energy. Rav Isser Zalman walked
right toward a little boy who was about four years old and held the
child’s hand. Quickly, another little boy gravitated toward them and
joined them, holding the 27’s other hand. And then a third and
fourth. Before long, a circle had formed consisting of an 80-year-old
17 and eight four-year-old boys.

His eyes closed in concentration, with eight little sets of
eyes watching him intently, Rav Isser Zalman began humming a 19) to
himself. The tune sounded oddly familiar, though no one could
identify it. But the circle of children slowly picked up on it and before
very long they were all humming.

Suddenly, and with great energy, R' Isser Zalman burst into
song.

“N \npR — ®” And the thrilled children repeated the refrain
after him.

“aXnp — 2!” And again they repeated the magical words.

“y ¥pi? — 3!” Once more the energized young boys burst
forth with their response.

As the beat of the song reverberated in their souls, those
present could not help but smile. The 217, together with the children,
danced and sang “N \pp — N, 2 X\OP — 32, ) YO — ) ...” and so on,
again and again, for the next twenty minutes. Eight innocent ninw)
with a man who, after eighty years, had retained that same purity
inside his very own soul. Their hands locked, they merged in a tidal
wave of spirit and emotion. But not another soul joined. They would
not dare.

Standing outside the circle, the entire adult assemblage
watched in awe as the purity demonstrated by a group of singing
children touched the essence of their niny).

And perhaps as never before, in the famed Etz Chaim
Yeshivah in ©%vy, the words of the next nopn echoed in the
hallowed hall: 'npx in7im npx NYn  — together with the
understanding that our children and future generations will be the

guarantors that the N7 will continue forever!
Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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W Questions # week

Due to a number of requests from our readers we have continued listing
some common mistakes in reading that will be a surprise to most of us.
Please fax any reading errors that you would like to share to 718-506-
9633. For example, please read the following and then look at the
explanation below:

1) In a regular weekday NIy mMyinY we say: NRIY AMN 7290 ...7N2...
...0avYN

2) In YT 79201 we say: B9 1Y) 02N 193N INIY EIN. ..

3) In 590 we say: ...19)ya AN NN, NN NID...

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read from your W79 to avoid misreading the holy words
of your precious nivan.
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“Thisiis intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read
from your 7o to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious nivon.

Halacha
Corner

® One should stand during the myp of the minaTn Ny
from the beginning of that MY so as not to show that
only the 7270 Ny are important. Additionally, if one e The nqvan should be given to one of the 21w,

1. What do we learn from »ny) leaving the fields of axin and apy>
leaving yay na?

2. By citing various niyn, *ny) attempted to dissuade 1M from
converting to Judaism. Which nisn did >ny) cite? (Try to name 3.)

O

(9T'T) kult €¢ NG RAL™ LU
RTULU pue (UKL ‘Guka AEL Jo suoligiyosd ay} a4am wsiepnr 0} SUIJIAUOD WO
LLL apenssip 03 ydwane Jay ul tRc Ag pao a4am Jeyy GRLL snolleA ay} Suowy 'z
(L'T) ket WskN &l Cé&cdem "20e|d Suljjamp Jay/siy jo Aineaq pue Jopua|ds
‘A10|8 2y sI Ricd 2y} Joj ploA e sanes| ) ‘@oe|d e wouy spuedap Ridd e usaym T

reads it [along], the first day’s mwon should be said while
standing; if one just listens he may sit.

Reviewed by R Gedalyahu Eckstein

*Since we only discuss a few iy, it is important to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Dear Tnym,

Even before World War
I, R' Yitzchok Yaakov Weiss 97y,
the 27 of @%¥1 and head of the
MmN N7y, was famed
throughout Hungary as a great
02N TNIN.

By the time he was 15
years old, R' Yitzchok Yaakov had
attracted the attention of the
W10 o9, The  Munkatcher
Rebbe (mypx nnmyn) and the
famed p©ia R' Meir Arik of Tarna
conferred N2nY on the young
man.

In the years following the
two world wars, when thousands
of women who were nimy
waited anxiously for a 29D to
remarry, R' Weiss took upon
himself the awesome task of
paskening  »ONY  in this
extremely difficult area. R' Weiss
once explained why he felt he
had merited to become the 27 of
©YYYM in a city that already had
renowned 020 PR [such as
R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach Y7x3
and R' Yosef Sholom Elyashiv
onyl.

When he became
engaged, he was unaware that
his bride limped, until someone
later informed him of this fact.
His close family was very
disappointed when they heard
about this issue and wanted to

SageSayings

break off the 7y7¥. However, R’
Weiss adamantly refused. He
would not cause embarrassment
to a YN7¥? ma. He was happily
married. Together they were now
to have one child, who survived
the war together with his father.

In his humility, R" Weiss
did not consider his mastery of
07y and ©pDI9 a logical reason
for meriting to become the 27 of
0w, Although as a 7Ina he
received N2NY to become a P71
and he was already paskening
difficult ni>ny of nimy before
the age of 19, in his own mind
that still was not enough of a
reason; the only satisfactory
reason that he found was the
merit of sparing a young woman
from embarrassment.

My nom, realize the
greatness in '7's eyes of being
willing to give up something
rather than shame someone. The
VY7Tn teaches that our moy for
the NN is that 1N YN gave up
her chance to marry 2py» in order
to save her older sister N from
embarrassment. In the eternal
Moy of the many op>1y like R'
Weiss who follow in the way of
WRN YN, may we all be NN to
the M2 S nxoa.

1392 121 0
mmP3, Your 19
Story heard from the Dinover Rebbe x”v25v

R' Yoel Teitelbaum 9781 (Satmar Rebbe, 77any of the nTy
TN in ©2¥17) chose Y78t DR PHY? APY 1, T7aN and 17
in Manchester, UK, as his 77ax1 (deputy). R' Weiss was far
from being a *™3p, zealous fighter for an ideal, like the Satmar
Rebbe. The Satmar rebbe explained himself in his typical
humorous manner, “ 5938 LY) VNPYI PN N ITINONIP N 2T IY
v»¥ — To become a *N3p like me doesn’t take too long; ¥
19299 INY X VNY) DN N DIN TRYA X 2 — to be a TRYN

020 like him takes a lifetime!”

Source: Heard Around the Shabbos Table
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Understanding

nynv

< DIV )0 JOF A1 WYY AP O
This day of the myayfestival, the time of
the giving of our 7717 ...

Why is the 210 0 of niyay referred to as
NNYIN YO I3, the time of the giving of
our 1?2 It would seem more
appropriate to call it "n7In n2ap v —
the time of the receiving of our 7797. The
word ) means giving or gift. The N7
that we learn every day is a gift that is
continually giving. It is the ultimate gift
that enhances every aspect of our daily
lives. For example, part of the gift of N7im
is that the N7im we learn daily creates a
shield that constantly protects us from
lurking dangers. It is interesting to note
that the M9 of NMIn yPn Y s
1,649, which is the same as 91 ©1n)
mynan  — like a protection from

misfortune (N2: 7 177axN).

This Week in Hit OI'Y/)

9 10V 5699/1939 — vayw of DM APY M
Sofer Y781 (1870 — 5699 / 1939), better known
as the ©»nn 92 (the name of his monumental
10-volume halachic work). He was born in
Baghdad in 1870 to 712 pny> and 9now. In his
youth he studied n7im under the Sephardic
greats of the times, such as 7910 NYoNTY
Y78y and the Y78t »n wN j2. In 1904 he
embarked on a long and arduous journey to
NI XN along with 5781 DN XY 1 and
DrNY PN NPTY . He settled in 0wy
where he began to study in the npw
"N 32 ©923pnN in the Old City. This n2w,
founded by 5783 Y0 NP1 M, attracted many
of the city’s great kabbalistic sages, among
them the w7y, who eventually became its
nY? YN, In 1909, the 0»nNn 92 transferred
to the newly founded 72 DMWY NN N2,
located in the YX7¥> m>a section of DYWI.
He became renowned as a great kabbalist as
well as a recognized halachic authority. A
prolific writer, in addition to his magnum
opus, the ©»nn 92 (N2710) he authored 5ip
apy> (on the laws of writing MM »199, PYom,
and nimn, as well as various N> required
for the writing and the donning of pyam), 5»
apy» (a compendium of the mivq7 he
delivered on nay while he was in mbax for his
father), and Sx7¥> N> (on the NY19). He is
buried on o110 0.
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MALE!
RACHAMIM...

REB MOSHE, SINCE
TODAY WAS THE LEVAY AH
OF THE RAV WHO GAVE YOUR
BAKERY'S HASHGACHAH,

I HAVE A BUSINESS
PROPOSITION.

I WONDER IF THIS
1S REALLY RABSI
STERNHELL?

PLEASE
CONTINUE...

RrAB8I, IT IS AN .
HONOR TO HAVE THE RAV’'S MAKE OUT THE CHECKS

PLEASE

PRESTIGIOUS HASHEACHAH
FOR MY BAKERY! WHAT IS THE
BUSINESS NAME OF THE RAV'S

HASHEACHAH TO WRITE ON

THE CHECKS?

DIRECTLY TO THE PREVIOUS
RAV'S ALMANAH
WIDOW).

@@]EMM@ M M E@]@ % PII?CHE'I AGUDAS YISROEL Ol;'r ;Ivh?ERICA

THIS IS RABSI
STERNHELL. MAY
I PLEASE SPEAK TO

THE OWNER OF THE | THE OWNER OF'THE

BAKERY. HOW CAN 1
ASSIST THE RABBIP

REB MOSHE,

T wOULD LIKE
TO TAKE OVER THE
PREVIOUS RAV'S
HASHEACHAH! MY
PRICE WILL BE THE

HIS VOICE
DEFINITELY SOUNDS
LIKE RABBI STERNHELL, B8UT
THIS JUST SEEMS A LITTLE
\ DISTASTEFUL.. BUT T WON'T
' JUMP TO CONCLUSIONS.

REB MOSHE,
T'LL BE OVER IN 5
MINUTES.

REB MOSHE,

SHE IS AN ALMANAH AND
SHE NEEDS THE MONEY. T'LL
PROVIDE THE HASHEACHAH,
AND THE MONEY SHOULD 8E

SENT TO HER.

PNY 1 WAS BORN IN GORLITZ, POLAND, TO TYT ') AND NP2 STERNHELL. WHEN HE WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD, THE
FAMILY MOVED TO S8ANZ, POLAND. HE EXCELLED IN LEAQNING LINDER THE DEDICATION OF HIS CHILOHOOD D»27.
AFTER HIS MYN I3, HE FIRST LEARNED IN OSHPITZIN AND THEN LATER IN MUNKJCS, HUNEARY, WHERE HE BECAME A
Pnan wmbn OF 97781 NPV YIN DMN ) (THE ITYON NNID. HIS RIMININ WAS THE YOLNG 2Py PNYY 1 WEISS, THE
FLITUQE TIAN) OF THE MTIND N7y OF DIV IN 1939, HE MARRIED WN'J 5n7, THE oAueHTr:rz OF "y N M
KESTENBALM. PNY> 11 LOST HIS FIRST WIFE AND TWO CHILOREN DURING WWIL, AFTER THE WAR HE SERVED AS 17 OF
SALZBURE, AUSTRIA. IN 1952, PNY> 1 IMMIGRATED TO THE USA AND SETTLED IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. THERE M
PNY REBUILT AN ENTIRE —nbﬂv WITH SELFLESS ENERGY AND DEDICATION. PNY? 1 COLLECTED FLINDS AND
AQQANGED FOR DNV 20N Mu.z FOLINDED NV2910 MINY NN AND TORAH INSTITLITE OF BALTIMORE. PNYY
WAS BELOVED 8Y HIS D"T’D'Jﬂ AND 1907 ALIKE. PRYY 1 WAS HELO IN HIGH ESTEEM 8Y THE 11T Y21T) OF Hl5 TIME,
AS IS EVIDENT FQOM HIS MAGNLIM OPUS, THE MULTI-VOLUME PR 721D.
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